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- ‘WE PRAISE GOD FOR VICTORY 


“By God’s mercy British and American science outpaced all German efforts. Possession of 
these powers by the Germans ... might have altered the results of the war ... and pro- 
found anxiety was felt by the informed.” —Winston Churchill. 

“The enemy has begun to employ a new and most cruel bomb, the power of which to do 
damage is indeed incalculable .... Should we continue to fight, it would ... result in an 
ultimate collapse and obliteration ot the Japanese nation ... This is the reason we have 
dered the acceptance of the joint declaration of the powers.” | —Ewmperor Hirohito. 

Both Germany and Japan had challenged not only Christian civilization as we know it but 
had vaunted their strength against God and His Blessed Son Jesus Christ. 

Hitler and Nazism boasted against Christ and Christian Civilization. Hirohito and State 
Shintoism boasted against God in Christ and Christianity. 

With all our sins and shortcomings, the issues were joined in this way, not so much by us 
as by our enemies. 

“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The Kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his 
anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he 
speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king 
upon the holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou 
art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break 
them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. Be wise now 
therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” —Psalm 2. 

We who are Christians may praise God for an even greater victory than that over Ger- 
many and Japan. “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Cor. 15357, 
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Report Of Committee 
On Findings 


Over one hundred friends and supporters 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, meet- 
ing in Montreat, N. C., on August 8-9, 
1945, being deeply concerned over certain 
conditions in the great Church that we love, 
desire to put on record these findings as the 
conclusions of this gathering. 


We are deeply concerned with the in- 
difference in our Church that seems to be 
increasing. We are appalled at the wave of 
sin that is pouring over our Church. We 
would earnestly call our people to more 
intercession at the throne of grace. We are 
distressed over the neglect today of many of 
the great doctrines of grace. Men and even 
Ministers are either questioning or rejecting 


the authority of the Scriptures, the full © 


Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the vi- 
carious atonement of the cross, the bodily 
resurrection, and the miracles of the Word. 


And we are face to face with the question 
of Organic Union with a great Church that 
has seemingly dismissed these vital doctrines 
as essential doctrines of the Church. 

We feel that because of the unrest and 


dissension that this question is causing in our 
Church, that it should be settled as quickly 


as possible, that the great work of Home 
and Foreign Missions, of Evangelism, and 
of Christian Education, may be promoted 
with every power that we possess. There- 
fore: | 

We strongly recommend that the Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union submit 
its Plan of Union with the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., at the earliest moment pos- 
sible, in order to remove the most potent 
source of unrest and unhappiness within 
our Church; and also to release our spiritual 
energies, now being dissipated upon this d- 
visive issue, upon evangelism and extension, 
which is the paramount work of our Church. 
~ We also further recommend that a Cor- 
tinuing Committee be appointed by this 
group to promote a vigorous and aggressive 
educational program to inform our people 
upon the major issues involved in the Plan 
of Union soon to be submitted to our 
Church for action. 


<1 


EDITORIALS 
Life’s Net Worth 


Real success is not in the attainment of the 
object sought but in the refinement of the sub- 
ject seeking. The amount of apparent success Ii 
life is not the thing that really counts; but the 
quality of soul that life builds for us and in vs 
thru’ our faith and courage and our vital] cor 
nection with the Divine Christ. This is our perm 
nent Net Worth. It is not the business nor the 
career that is the fina] value; but the person, his 
growth or deterioration. Many men grow rich 
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and small and unworthy at the<game time. Many 
find the lime light of honors and exaltation, and 
their hearts and homes are blasted in the process. 
The human soul is greater than anything that can 
happen to it. It was the human soul that lured our 


Lord to His incarnation and expiation. Otherwise 


we may pour out our lives for something that can 
neither satisfy us nor please Him. —S.McPh.G. 


A Great Gulf Fixed 


The Journal] has come in for some bitter criti- 
cism from some proponents of union with the 
U.S.A. Church because of our unequivocal stand 
against union under present conditions. 


Our opposition does not stem from an unwilling- 
ness to join with our Christian brethren. It is 
probable that many associated with the Journal 
enjoy a wider degree of Christian fellowship with 
men of varying groups and denominations than 
many who so earnestly seek union with the Pres- 
byterian Church in the North. 


But wo do voice our unwillingness to consent 
to the proposed union, on grounds for which we 
have abundance of proof. — 


For generations the historic Christian Church 
has regarded belief in certain doctrines as es- 
sential to ordination in the ministry. Many 
churches today maintain these same beliefs and 
refuse to admit into their ministry those who can- 


not subscribe to them. These beliefs have been 


stated as follows: 


(1) It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our standards that the Holy Spirit did so 
inspire, guide and move the writers of the Holy 


Scriptures as to keep them from error. 
(2) It is an essential doctrine of the Word of | 


God and our standards that our Lord Jesus Christ 
was born of the Virgin Mary. 


(8) It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our standards that Christ offered up Him- 
self a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and to 
reconcile us to God. . 


(4) It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and of our standards concerning our Lord 
Jesus Christ that on the third day He arose from 
the dead, with the same body in which He suffered; 
with which also He ascended into Heaven, and 
there sitteth at the right hand of His Father, 
making intercession. 


(5) It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and the supreme standards of our faith that 
the Lord Jesus showed His power and love by 
working mighty miracles. This working was not 
contrary to nature but superior to it. 


On two occasions, in 1916 and 1923, owing to 
the admission into the ministry of the Church of 
men who denied one or more of these essential 
doctrines, the Northern General Assembly passed 
resolutions stating that belief in these doctrines 
was necessary to ordination in the ministry of 
that Church. 


Because of this action a protest was circulated 


and eventually signed by about 1,500 ministers 
In that Church. This protest was and is known 


as the Auburn Affirmation. Not only did the 


signers of this affirmation, by a threat to split 


the church, win their point, but many of those 
who signed this document went on in favor and 
power in the church and the various Boards and 
agencies of the church. In fact the signing of the 
Auburn Affirmation seems to have been an asset 
to many men in acquiring ecclesiastical power and 
preferment. | 


The facts, as stated above, can be ascertained 
and confirmed by any who care to study the 


matter. 


To many in our Southern Church the issue 
squarely rests on this one question. Which is the 
more important, doctrinal integrity or organic 
union? Which will do more to advance the King- 
dom of God; the bypassing of these essential doc- 
trines or a split church? In God’s sight, did the 
“oneness” of which Christ spoke and for which He 
prayed refer to outward unity or a like precious 


“faith? 


Those who urge and those who oppose union 
base their ultimate position on the belief that that 
which they advocate will do the most to further 
the cause of the Kingdom. Union advocates claim 
that the witness of a great united group will 
make a greater impress on the world and its 
needs. Those unwilling to unite under present con- 


_ ditions believe that what the Church believes and 


teaches determines its usefulness in the community 
and the world. In other words, the Christian life, 
in all its fulness, has its root and foundation in 
Christ and those doctrines taught in the Bible. 


Our Church from her beginning has been blessed 
by men with such stalwart faith, and in these 
latter days the Journal has come into being and 
aligned itself with those who hold this position. 


Doctrinal laxness and inclusivism is espoused at 
the expense of spiritual power. Church history 
has proven this again and again. Do we have tc 
learn this old lesson again by the bitter experience 
of dissension and division? —L.N.B. 


The Religion Of A 
‘Better World’ 


Do I want a better world in which to live? A 
world more comfortable, more just, more peaceful, 
more humane, more loving and kind, more filled 
with good things in which all may share? I most 
certainly do. i 


It is because I want these things for others, 
for my own children and for myself that I am 
deeply concerned as to all efforts directed towards 
that goal. 


To me the Bible teaches plainly that there is 
but one way to have a better world and that is 
to have more light and more salt. Any method 
which ignores this fundamental fact is doomed to 
failure. Any programme which makes light of the 
essential need for these two things is unscriptural 
and should be ignored by Christians. 


What is this “light” and this “salt’?? Simply 
those who believe in Christ as their Savior. These 
alone preserve the world order from putrefaction. 
These alone have the light to shine in the dark- 
ness of a lost world. 


The world will become a better place only in 
direct proportion as this light and salt is made 
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available. There is only one agency in the World 
entrusted with the vital task of such work, the 
Church. The task is so tremendous it can only be 
accomplished by the power of God Himself and 
this power He has promised in and through the 
Holy Spirit. 


This task is. so tremendous that all of the time 
and every resource of the Church should be used 
to make more Christians and having made true 
believers in Christ to develop them in their Chris- 
tian faith. 


But today we see emerging a new religion; (or 
is it new?) A religion the goal of which seems to 
be a better world in which to live. This is a far 
cry from the Christianity of the New Testament. 
It ignores sin as the underlying cause of human 
misery and distress and it works on the false as- 
sumption that all men are brothers, afflicted by 
‘“‘maladjustments” and other handicaps which have 
no reference to the sin dominating the heart of 
mankind. This new religion ignores the necessity 
of the new birth and lays stress on the example 
of Christ rather than the work of Christ. Because 
it is humanitarian it reaches out and joins hands 
with any humanitarian effort regardless of its 
source. 


Cain was willing to worship God, but he dictated ' 


the method of this worship. In the days of our 
Lord certain men came and sought to make Him 
their king by force. So today we find many zeal- 
ous to improve the world but unwilling to follow 
the way laid down so clearly by the Bible. 


If the reader doubts that this new religion is 
emerging just read the programmes of the ma- 
jority of conferences held today. Look at the 
scheduled programmes of young people’s organi- 
zations. Follow the themes of many Church lead- 


ers. All have as their central aim the creation of 


a better world order. 


The danger of this trend is in the worthiness 
and the desirability of the goal. Only yesterday 
the writer was talking with a retired army officer, 
one who served both in World War I and Worid 
War II. He frankly admitted that the funda- 
mental problem facing the world today is a 
spiritual problem. What a tragedy that so much 
time and effort of the Church, the one agency 


in the world to meet the spiritual need, is dissi- 


pated in seeking a materia] solution. 
Another pitfall of this new religion is that it 


enlists the time, talents and efforts of many good | 


men, men who know and believe the essential doc- 
trines of Christianity, who sense the crying need 
of the world and in sensing it are moved to do 
something about it. But, in seeing the desperate 
need for Christian fruit, they often seem to for- 
get the absolute necessity for the Christian root 
and vine first. 


This new religion welcomes all with humani- 
tarian leanings. We find the Protestant, Catholic 
and Jew uniting on a common ground—the need 
of a desperate humanity. But you say, “Do you 
object to this? Surely you are not so narrow as 
to vb these co-operative humanitarian move- 
ments 


- We would reply that because of the desperate 
need of our generation we should be all the more 
certain that our remedy is the one which God has 
prescribed. One admits that there may be times 
when Protestants can join with Catholics and 
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Jews in some move for civic righteousness, byt 
the broadness and tolerance which admits those 
who deny or pervert Christian truth, to a spiritua] 
fellowship, must be exercised at the expense of 
the very things we affirm to be essential for gq). 
vation. In this tolerance we are losing our oppor. 
—— to witness to the things which we verily 
ieve. 


The hope of a continuing, vital, living and Chris. 
tian testimony rests in faith; not faith in the 
nebulous, uncertain and changing theories of man, 
but in those doctrines of historic Christianity 
which abide in the Word of God. | 


God drove man from the Garden because of sip, 

‘here seems a deep and concerted movement 
abroad today to force our way into Eden again, g 
better world in which to live, but which denies or 
overlooks the eternal fact that there is but one 
Way; the One who came to solve the problem of 
sin for all who will believe and accept. 


Beware of joining forces with those who ignore 
the fact that the hope of the present world and 


' the hope of eternity rests in faith in His atoning 


work. 


Center the programme of the Church on making 
more salt and more light. In this programme alone 


is there the hope of a better world. —L.N.B. 


| Dirt Cheap! 

The above was seen on a table filled with 
books in the store of a man who evidently believed 
in honest advertising. The salacious flavor of much 
of our modern popular, literature, insures a good 
market and a host of readers. Many who should 
know how to keep their minds clean seem to feel 
compelled to read these rapidly multiplying vol- 
umes because they are on the preferred list at the 
library or the book club. If men or women or 
young people insist on filling their minds with 
soiling, poisoning books, about all that can be done 
for them is to save them space at the “pest house.” 
The people who are dainty about their food and 
who demand perfect sanitation for their lovely 
homes, and who would be horrified at the dis 
covery that the sewage of their city was leaking 
into the water supply; will sit in their attractive 
living rooms and read books that will brand ur- 
forgetably on their minds scenes and _ incidents 
that strike a foul blow at purity and wholesome 
thinking. Because some writer is noted and gifted 
and much of the description and delineation of 
character in the book is masterfully done, many 
today wade thru’ the morass of infidelity and 
shameless, ball delinquency. You. will get the same 
effect from a poisonous pill whether it is handed 
you by soiled fingers or on a shining silver spoon. 
The thing itself is deadly however beautifully i 
may be presented. Many who thus read say they 
want to keep up with today and to know what 3 
being said and thought in their generation and 
thex add—*“I believe in realism.” You don’t have 
to. gd back and drink over and over at the wells 
that you know are contaminated. In fact if one 
insists on this course in the matter of disease 
germs he would soon find out and once for 
what their deadly meaning is. The tragedy of 
that we have said is that Christian people, som¢ 
times Christian leaders, will read and silently ab- 
sorb this poison and think that a general, 5 
phisticated wail over the kind of literature Wé 
have today fully absolves them from the stain 
has touched their souls. —S.McPh.G. 
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Shame 


If, as Dr. Alexander Whyte 
character study on ‘Shame,’ 3 
original instinct planted in our souls by our 
Maker—Shame is a kind of social conscience. 
Shame is a secondary sense of sin,” then the 
“social conscience”? of America is certainly seared 
as by a hot iron, and her sense of sin blunted and 
perverted. “As things now are with us, like all 
the rest of the machinery of the soul, shame has 


gone sadly astray. In the present disorder.of our 


souls, we are all acutely ashamed of many things 
that are not the proper objects of shame at all; 
while, on the other hand, we feel no shame at all 
at multitudes of things that are really most blame- 
worthy, and contemptible.” 


Yes, we are ashamed of some things. Even 
Japanese and Germans are ashamed of some 
things. The Japanese will commit suicide rather 
than “lose face,” and the Germans are ashamed 
of their crushing defeat, but neither have shown 
any sense of shame for the atrocities, treachery, 
and worldwide woe which lie at their door. We 
Americans would feel a sense of shame, and anger 
too, if some terrible military mistake were com- 
mitted, or we suffered some defeat, but are we 
ashamed of our great National Sins? Do we grieve 
over these, or hate them, We would blush over 
lack of ‘morale’? among our men and move heaven 
and earth to keep their “morale” high, but low 
and rotten Morals are condoned with a shrug of 
the shoulders. Some of our leaders who would 
hang their heads in shame if defeated on the 
battlefield, will both privately and publicly most 
brazenly take God’s name in vain, in Whose hands 
are the issues of all battles. | 


Do we as a nation feel any real sense of shame 
over our awful liquor evil, or the disgrace of our 
divorce courts, our juvenile delinquency, our in- 


decent night clubs, movies and literature? We 


seem to take all these things for granted and in 
many instances encourage these sins. The Chris- 
tian Home and the Christian Sabbath are fast 
disappearing and we pat ourselves on the back and 
speak in boastful terms of the “future”? of Ameri- 
ca and the golden age we will have when the war 
ls over. Unless we DO something, do some “sighing 
and crying,’”’ some real repenting and turning to 
God, hate and forsake the SINS that are striking 
at our vitals, put the Bible, the Christian Home, 
and the Christian Sabbath back into the life of 
our land, we will have no future to boast of. Per- 
haps, then, we will blush for shame. It will be 
TOO LATE then, just as it is too late for Ger- 
many and Japan. | 


May we heed the terrible warning of Jeremiah, 
twice spoken (Jer. 6:15, 8:12) “Were they 
ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall 
they fall among them that fall: in the time of 
— Visitation they shall be cast down, saith the 

r 


‘The Cup Which My Father 
Given Me’ 


(John 18:11) 
It is striking, in the presence of modern, shallow 
thinking to note what J esus says. He does not 
speak of His passion, with its indescribable agony, 
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as the result of Judas’ betrayal. Judas did bargain, 
for the price of a slave, to betray the Lord of 
Glory, his Master. Nor does Jesus attribute His 
shameful death to the Jewish powers that com- 
passed His arrest and that, contrary to all justice 
and decency, condemned Him and subjected Him 
to every indignity. He does not, moreover, in- 
veigh against the Roman Empire, embodied in the 


person of Pilate, as the cold, pagan power that 


put its iron hand upon Him for Crucifixion. They 
did do that very thing but Jesus does not rest 
the matter there. No, we hear Him saying that the 
agony of the ages which was His, as the innocent 
and holy Son of God, and which He bore for sin- 
ful man, came from the hand of His father God. 
Much modern thinking stops far short of this 
altitude. Thus it finds itself in the wilderness of 


- human confusion. Refusing a childlike confidence 


in the revelation that “all things work together 
for good to them that love God” and that God 
is really and finally Sovereign, they miss the 
meaning of life. The humblest Christian can get 
through all externalities and bring his cause to 
the Supreme Friend where all mysteries and ap- 
parent tragedies may be safely left for the time 
and pleasure of His revealing. Humanism rests 
its case at some way station, far this side of 
its worthy destination. Thus endeavouring to ab- 
solve God from any responsibility for what ap- 


pears to them tragic, their own faith and peace 


suffer confusion if not an eclipse and they find 
themselves. and those they lead in a wilderness, 
instead of in the way of rested peace with the 
conscious clasp of the hand of God.. There is a 


_ place, therefore, in the Christian’s life for dis- 


appointment, pain and loss; for illness, sorrow and 


agony. If he will only remember their origin, he 


will find a heart and health of soul with which 
he can handle them and make them serve his 
higher interests. —S.McPh.G. 


Unjes With Church 
By W. E. Price’ 


Should the Presbyterian Church U.S. ever vote 
to unite with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. it 
will not be union. There is a large constituency of 
the U. S. Church that will never join up with the 
U. S. A. Church and we might as well face the 
facts. In other words, we will not accomplish the 
thing that many in our church today are seeking 
to accomplish. Instead we will split the Church, 
U. S., into two factions and immediately we will 
have a new organization, probably known as the 
Presbyterian Church, South, and if my guess is 
worth anything there will be probably as many 
that will not unite as will go into the union. If 
this happens, what has been accomplished? Only 
one thing definitely, namely, we will have turned 
over to the control of the new united church all 
our church property, including our four semi- 
naries, all our orphanages, our colleges, and all 
their properties, assets and endowments and the 
group refusing to unite will be compelled to build 
new churches, homes, manses and establish col- 
leges, seminaries, orphanages, hospitals, etc. The 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., will have disposed of 
all its property and there will yet be a Southern 


Presbyterian Church weakened in numbers and 


with mountainous financial problems to be solved 
immediately. The U. S. A. will be the only one 
to gain er profit by the transaction with possibly 
one half of our present membership and prop- 
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erty valued at three hundred and seventy to four 
hundred millions of dollars. I cannot see why we 
should not drop the idea of union until such time 
(which may come years hence), when there is 


practically a unanimous desire for union. There 


is certainly not even a majority favoring union 
at this time and the group against union are 
very determined that they are not going to be 
driven, coerced, or cajoled into a thing that will 
not accomplish the ends desired but will have ex- 
actly the opposite effect to divide our Church U.S. 
into two factions and leave a weakened South- 
ern Presbyterian Church to carry on and up- 
hold the ideals, faith and creed of the church 
from days of its organization in 1861. 


Let us decide the matter now. Why wait and 
discuss and agitate any longer. We have been at 
it for twenty years or more and we are today just 
where we started. In the meantime we have kept 
the church in a turmoil. At every Assembly for 
the past twenty years we have spent hours and 
hours of time in debate, created feelings not too 
Christ-like and brotherly, wasted time and effort 
that could much more profitably been spent in 
planning for an evangelistic program to reach 
the unreached over our southland. Debate is not 
going to change anybody. Every man in our 
church now knows how he is going to vote. Why 
not settle it now. If we are to have a divided 
church U. S. let’s get it over with. 


One of the Treasurer’s of Assembly’s causes in 
conversation a few days ago said that our church 
is losing thousands of dollars in gifts because 
of the unrest and indecision in regard to union. 
He said a wealthy man told him recently that he 
had forty thousand dollars he wanted to invest 
in Kingdom enterprise but that he would not give 
it to the Presbyterian Church U. S. as long as 
there was any prospects of it going to the Pres- 
byterian U. S. A. thru union. This is only one 
case. There are many more. We will probably 
never know what we are losing because of division 
and indecision. Again I say let us send it down 
to Presbyteries now and once and for all decide 
the matter. 


*Charlotte, N. C. 


*That They May Be One, Even 


As We Are One.’ 
By Tom Glasgow* | 


Much has been’ written, 
clarity of logic, which declared that this prayer 
of the Master contemplates “Spiritual Oneness’’— 
not “Organic Union.”’ To that view I wholehearted- 
ly subscribe. 


Our brethren, who hold to the contrary, declare 
this declaration of the Master as the mandate for 
organic union. 


Accepting their approach, where do the Scrip- 
ture and our Standards, interpreting the Scrip- 
ture, lead us? Presbyterianism and Protestantism 
stand unequivocally for the separate, distinct, and 
individual members of The Trinity—The Father, 
The Son, and The Holy Spirit. With equal un- 
equivocation they declare the mystical Union of 
the ONE Eternal Triune GOD 

Surely the proponents of Union claim that our 
two Churches (U. S. and U. S. A.) are one in 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


with unanswerable 


aim, essential doctrine, and objective. Otherwise, 
they would not support Union. Do not separate 
and distinct persons of the God-Head support the 
propriety of our separate ecclesiastical functioning 


with the “Oneness” of aim, essential Doctrine, - 


and objective typifying the “Oneness” of the 
God-Head? If they do, does not the Oneness for 
which the Master prayed find fulfillment in our 
present separate corporate existence with oneness 
of aim and objective? Wherein does the Unionist 
find the fulfillment of the prayer “even as we are 
one”? when separate existence is completely and 
wholly banished by corporate organic Merger? 


We “hold no brief’’ for the dilemma here pre. 
sented to the proponent of Union. We contend, 
with that vast group of Southern Presbyterians, 
that the interpretation of Scripture and Stand. 
ards evidenced by the Northern Church has and 
does separate the two bodies in a very basic and 
fundamental way. We can and do work with them 
with courtesy and cooperation. If organically 
merged, we see only heartache, dissension, and in- 
ternal strife. If and when “Spiritual” Union may 
accompany “Organic” Union this merger may 
then be wise. Surely no divine ‘‘Mandate’’ is here 
involved. 


*Elder in the Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C. : 


The Singing Church 
By A Pilgrim 


The world rejoices in, and poets sing of music, 
some glorify the organ with its deep mellow tones, 
others the harp and some the violin but none can 
equal the human voice with its power to move the 
human soul. Music is active in every shade of the 
life of man,—in pathos, as when those harps were 
hung upon the willows and “if I forget thee” 
softened hearts of stone; in triumph, as Crom- 


well’s troops sang their battle cry as they went | 


to the defeat of Spain; in gentleness, as softly it 
comforts a departing soul; and above all, it’s power 
to lift the hearts of men, almost to high heaven, 
when together Christians sing the praise of God, 
our Father, Christ our Redeemer, the Holy Spirit 
our Councillor and guide. 


Music is the handmaiden of the gospel, it works 
in opening eyes that are blind, and it kindles 
the fire, the sacred flame, in these cold hearts 
of ours. Show us a church where its members all 
heartily unite in their songs of praise and prayer, 
and we will find a church strong in the faith, 
growing and militant, extending a powerful in- 


fluence for good in its community and in foreign | 


heathen lands. Such a church will bring forth 
fruit to all eternity. 


Then show us a church—and there are many— 
that disobeys “let all the people praise Thee,” and 
instead all sit silent during the hymns as if in 
the halls of Death, satisfied by paying a few 
members of their church to do all their praising 
for them. Few, if any, ministers or missionaries 
will go forth from it to proclaim the Gospel, the 
most that can be said for that church is: “it is 
not dead, but sleepeth.” It seems strange that 80 
many Christians should neglect so powerful an 
aid. There may be hymnbooks in every pew but 
they are unused. One says “I cannot sing,’’ the 
answer is “then talk it out, the command is ‘make 
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joyful sound’ you'll soon learn to sing’; but 
“my voice is harsh.” ‘That would make no differ- 
ence for in the multitude of voices it would add 
yolume while mingling with the music.” Take for 


example the harsh and discordant sounds as you 


go through a city, one after another. Then at a 
little distance on hill top or mountain side listen 
to that pleasant, soft humming sound. What is it? 
A combination from that same city of all those dis- 


cordant sounds, which combine and make a “con-. 


cord of sweet sounds.” 


A young man the writer once knew had just 
finished his education abroad. He was devoted 
to music, and we had often sung together as boys 
and young men. “You’ve been to the great coun- 
tries the birthplaces of the finest music and have 
heard some of the operas and noted singers, what 
was the best one of them?” He was asked. He 
thought a few moments and, to my surprise, said: 
“The grandest of all was when in a great building 
a thousand and more stand and sing: ‘A mighty 
fortress is our God.’ ”’ 


Years ago the writer knew a church where all 


the members a “full house” united in singing with 
spirit the hymns; the Wednesday night prayer 
meeting was as good as the Sabbath service. It 


was the custom in that church that at the close 


of every Communion Service, after a few solemn 


words from the pastor, all stood and sang the last 
two stanzas of the 551st hymn. 


“Pity the Nations, O our God, 
Constrain the earth to come; 
Send Thy victorious word abroad, 
And bring the Strangers home. 


We long to see Thy churches full, 

That all the chosen race 

May, with one voice, and heart, and soul, 
Sing Thy redeeming grace.” 


As that prayer in a powerful chorus ascended 
to Heaven, the spirit of God moved mightily upon 
those people,—cold hearts grew warm, wills were 
stirred to action, and within a pastorate of not 
very many years that congregation was responsible 
for, and sent to pulpits in the homeland and to 
faraway heathen more than twenty ministers and 
missionaries. 

Such singing kept alive and active for years the 
Wednesday-night Prayer-meetings; in them often 
the good seed, sown in the Sabbath pulpit, brought 
forth fruit, “The conversion of many who have 
already passed on to the better land.’”’ The writer 
can never forget the new shining light and the 
joy that broke upon their souls as he and his 
brother by his side were singing one Wednesday 
night prayer meeting ‘Amazing Grace how sweet 
the sound.” 


The Returning Service Man - Problem Child? 


By Robert King, Jr., Lieut. U.S.N.R. 


These random comments are submitted to the 
pastors of our church in all humility, not by one 
who has to cope with the problem of the returning 
serviceman, but who has had some opportunity 
to make observations on duty afloat in both oceans 
and at a large advanced base in the forward area 
of the Pacific. The suggestions made do not. rep- 
resent diagnosis or prescription by the doctor, but 
rather in a general way one layman’s opinion 
Z a is wrong with him and what may be done 
about it. 


The brand-new veteran stands upon a new 
threshhold, ready to make a fresh beginning, a 
new Genesis. Because of this, his pastor should 
be much in prayer for guidance from Headquart- 
ers as to how he should meet the challenge which 
this epoch presents. Seldom ever is such an oppor- 
tunity afforded of reaching grown men in such 
numbers with the Gospel. 


In some ways the servicemen do constitute a 
special problem. They are different from_ the 
parishoners who have remained at home, and, by 


and large, are so diverse from one another as 


to make generalizing such as is the purport of 
this paper, dangerous. less of the com- 
plexities involved, there is a warm satisfaction 
afforded by the Divine persuasion that the un- 
changing truth of the Gospel can meet and 


abundantly fill every need encountered, with the 
perfection which is the hallmark of the Holy 
Spirit’s own work. No special treatment from the 
pulpit is necessary, because man’s basic need has 
woe Be been altered by participation in this 
holocaust. 


from the Scriptures that, lacking 
born of desperation and the prayer support of 


An all-wise Providence may seek to use you as 
the channel for reaching a man who at some 
strenuous time in his Military or Naval career 
has made some very solemn and sacred pledges to 
the One he knows vaguely as God. There are more 
such cases than the casual observer would sus- 
pect, and they will very likely be among those of 
whom you may never have thought as being re- 
motely interested in the things of the Lord. They 
may be men who appear to have grown worse 
during their time in the service, and they may use 
rough language. Be careful with every glimmer of 
interest such a man may manifest. It may be the 
occasion for you to have the privilege of declaring 
to him the majesty and love of the One whom 
he ignorantly worships. Much has been written 
of those who have a head knowledge of the truth 
without a heart comprehension; here is a man who 
believes with the heart but not with the mind. 
He needs instruction, like the Ephesian disciples 
in the nineteenth chapter of Acts. May God guide 
and bless you in dealing with him. 


Unfortunately, men of this kind form a definite 
minority. It has been the experience of this ob- 
server and many others that the “no atheists in 
foxholes” catchphrase may be misleading. Many 
do not turn to God when in peril because, despite 
their background in “Christian” America they 
are unacquainted with Him. Testaments, provided 
by the Gideons and other organizations, are well- 
distributed but few copies, sad to say, give evi- 
dence of much use. Most of the men are so com- 
pletely ignorant of how to go about finding help 
@ perseverance 
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believing loved ones, they soon give up the project. 
Indeed, many of those endowed with solid church 
backgrounds seem totally lacking in the ability 
to feed themselves from the Word. Have you 
taught and encouraged your parishoners so to do? 
This faculty has proved to be of special] importance 
in the Navy, where the personnel of hundreds of 
ships the size of a destroyer and smaller have al- 
most no contact with a chaplain for months on 
end. Just as in civilian life, Satan uses ridicule 
to deter all but the hardy souls from opening 
the Book in the presence of others, and for many 
men, privacy is virtually non-existent. 


In the face of danger, some men in our Armed 
Forces with a smattering of Biblical knowledge 
are even defiant. “I haven’t been living in any 
acknowledgment of the need of God up to now, 
and I’m not going to be forced into pretending 
that I believe, just in order to be shielded from 
this present peril,’’ seems to be their attitude, 
and to all outward appearances some die in this 
woeful state. 


On the night before one of our bloodiest in- 


vasions on a large transport, the congregation for 
Protestant worship was the largest ever gathered. 


It was a mathematical certainty that a substantial 
percentage of these intent listeners would not see 


the sun set on the following evening. The chap- 
lain was of the type who pride themselves upon 
speaking in poetic prose, with no manifest need 
for the Bible. On this momentous evening, he was 
to all practical] purposes, tongue-tied. Rankling 
under an experience like this, one of your own 
boys may well become embittered, unjustly, against 
you and the clergy as a whole. The reverse, how- 
ever, seems more probable: That he may for the 
first time recognize the difference between true 
ministers of the Gospel and those falsely so called. 


Do not feel any reticence or sense of inadequacy 
in approaching the returned serviceman in your 
congregation because you did not serve as a chap- 
lain. Many will preserve an unusually warm feel- 
ing for the fighting ‘‘Padres’’ who deserve it, but 
the chances are that their present attitude is that 
their military career is so much water under the 
bridge, and their immediate problem of becoming 
a civilian again is one in which you can be of 
as much value as the chaplain was in aiding their 
more painful original adjustment. 


If you must initiate some welcoming ceremony 
for the returnees, be sure that you can follow 
through on it with equal significance and depth 
of impression when the twenty-fifth or three 
hundredth fighting son of your church finally 
gets home, as for the first. Remember that par- 
ents have long memories, and her son is always 
the most important of them all to his mother. 
An error of this type was quite pronounced in 
some churches in regard to the fanfare attendant 
upon entry of men into the service. Those who 


entered, late in the war received practically no 


notice at all. 


This suggestion should be superfluous, but ex- 
perience shows that there are some who need it. 
Generally speaking, it is probably best, outwardly 
to ignore any physical impairments or marks that 
the war has left upon your men. Individual judg- 
ment must govern, but it may be best to reserve 
your expression of sympathy until you feel that 


you have gotten close to the man, and then pre. 
ferably in private. 


It may fall to your lot to nurse a fellow through 
a few disillusionments. As a function of his ep. 
forced and prolonged absence, he may have in his 
mind idealized. his home and loved ones to sublime 
proportions. Indeed some of the more immature, 


imagine that all of their trials and difficulties | 


will vanish completely the minute they return 
home in civilian clothes. Forewarned, you will be 
able to recognize the symptoms. 


No doubt you have long since recognized the 
occasions of marriage and birth as unusual oppor. 
tunities for pressing home the responsibility and 
compensating joy and satisfaction of making the 
Lord Jesus Christ the centre of the newly created 
relationship. Bear in mind that long months of 
mulling over these portentious events on the part 
of the young head of the household serve to re. 
double their weight and importance in his mind. 
Accordingly, the reception of your Spirit-led testi- 
mony to him assumes deeper significance. 


In the quiet talk you may contrive to have with 


‘a man, regardless of the occasion, it may prove 


fruitful to assume him to be in the position of 
the rich young ruler when he cried, “what lack | 
yet?” Consciousness of a great, hungering lack is 
almost basic in the men of our armed forces, even 
as it might well be among our civil population. 
How to cope with this need is your raison d'etre; 
this layman will not presume further. To those 
who seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, we say, “He satisfieth the longing 
soul, and filleth the hungry soul with gladness.” 


A Word Of Appreciation 


The Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church, Au- 
gusta, Ga., has been richly blessed by the min- 
istry of the Reverend Albert Sidney Johnson, 
D.D., during the past few months. 


Dr. Johnson is a man of outstanding character, 
conviction and courage. Like John Knox of old, 
he does not fear the face of man, but fearlessly 


and forcefully preaches the word of God in its . 


purity and power. Dr. Johnson is one of the lead- 
ing defenders of the Faith, in all things giving 
the Lord Jesus Christ the pre-eminence. 


Dr. Johnson came to Reid Memorial when we 
were without a Pastor. Under his leadership, the 
shortage in the budget was raised and contribu- 
tions to special causes were greatly increased. 
During his brief ministry, 28 members were add 
to the roll. Many of us were brought to a new 
consciousness of our responsibility and we are 
ey _— for the ministry of this great man 


Mrs. Johnson, by her gracious and charming 
manner, endeared herself to the entire congreg# 
tion. 


We pray for God’s richest blessings upon them 


as they go to the Independent Presbyterian 


Church, Savannah, Ga. —Clarence E. Clark. 


Sept. 1, 1945 
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Japanese State Shinto A Religio 


By Rev. W. A. Linton * 


Some in this country still seem confused over 
the question of whether Japanese State Shinto is 
a religion. There has just come to us from one 
of our University Churches, a young peoples 


bulletin giving the results of a discussion of Shinto — 


by a group of students. These Presbyterian college 
students reached the conclusion that “Shinto is a 
political and social liaison rather than a religion 


in the usual sense of the word.” 


The vital place Japan has given Shinto in her 
government has caused confusion. In the early 
days of the Meiji Restoration, Japan sought to be 
classed among the progressive nations of the 
world. This coveted place could only be obtained 
by guaranteeing religious freedom to all. At the 
same time, it seemed of first importance to pre- 
serve the spirit of “world mission” and patriotism 
fostered by Old Shinto. The dilemma was resolved 
in well measured and. carefully reasoned steps. 


1. During the year 1882, all Shinto organi- 
zations were divided by law into two classes, State 
(Jinja) Shinto and Sect (Kyoha) Shinto. (Jinja 
means “God house’’). | 


2. The next step was for the government to de- 
clare State Shinto non religious, while Sect Shinto, 
along with Buddhism and other imported religions, 
was declared religious. ees 


8. The time now seemed right for the next 


step and so, on February 11 1889, the new Consti- 
tution was “graciously granted” to the Japanese 
people by Emperor Meiji. Article No. 28 reads, 
“Japanese subjects shall, within limit of law, 
not prejudicial to peace and order, and not an- 
tagonistic to their duties as subjects, enjoy free- 


_dom of religious belief.” 


Let’s not be confused by this subterfuge on the 
part of the Japanese government. This new classi- 
fication did not make State Shinto less religious 
than Sect Shinto, nor does the average Japanese 
today consider it less religious. Although minor 
differences were introduced, these in no sense 
changed the fundamental religious nature of State 
Shinto. Dr. D. C. Holtom, a recognized authority 
on Shinto, in his study of modern Shinto, “The 
National Faith of Japan,’”’ says: “The one con- 
splcuous point of identity between the Shinto of 
the state and that of the people lies in the deities 
that are honored. (gods) of Sect Shinto and 
those of State Shinto are for the most part one 
and the same.” Dr. Holtom further clarifies the 
issue by saying, “If religion is prayer addressed 
to higher spiritual powers, on whom deep de- 
pendence is felt and toward whom profound re- 
sponsibility is recognized; if it -is stately cere- 
mony that involves the presentation of food and 
drink offerings to these higher powers, who are 
believed to be invisibly present at the sacred rites; 
if it is the seeking of inner peace and assurance 

the presence of the vast uncertainties that per- 
plex individual and nation alike; if it is the drama 


and art of elaborate ritual designed to express, | 


deepen, and perpetuate sentiments of devotion to 
h © Sreat interests that the race and its rulers 
old dear—if religion is these things, then em- 
phatically State Shinto is religion.” State Shinto 
and Sect Shinto are so nearly identical that the 


same priest at times conducts the worship service 
for both. When he offers Norito (prayers) to 
Amaterasu-Omikami (the sun goddess) at a State 
Shrine, it is not religious but when the same 
priest offers the same Norito to the same Ama- 
terasu-Omikami at a Sect Shinto place of worship 
the government rules it religious. | 


Another source of confusion to us Americans 
is the attitude a pagan takes toward the gods he 
worships. Some have felt that State Shinto could 
not be a religion since Japanese Buddhists worship 
at State Shrines. This is due to a misunderstand- 
ing of the pagan mind. To him it seems in no way 
inconsistent to offer prayers at a Buddhist temple 
for a sick child one day, at a Shinto Shrine the 
next day, and to a mountain spirit in a wayside 
shrine on another day. Dr. Hendrik Kraemer in 
“The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World” 
which was written at the request of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council to serve as discussion 
material for the World Missionary Council in 
Madras in 1938, shows very clearly that a pagan 
is a pragmatist in his religious outlook. He says: 
“Everywhere in the world, in the religious world 
of the Roman Empire as well as in all the great 
naturalist non-Christian religions, the practice of 
a bewilderingly undiscriminative (as we might 
say) assimilation was and is the order of the 
day.” ... “In Japan the pilgrims and tourists 
sacrifice their homage-coin (aisen) alike at 


Buddhist temples, Shinto Shrines and Roman 


Catholic cathedrals.”’ 


Japanese State Shinto is a state religion with 
tremendous implications for the future peace of 
the world. Dr. Kraemer states the issue as fol- 
lows: “All kinds of fascism find their common 
centre in the conception of ‘sacred Japan.’ Kakehi 
Katsuhiko, one of the leading thinkers in this 
doctrine of theocratic Shinto, proclaims it a world 
religion. With ever more passion and emphasis 
voices are raised that testify to Japan’s Manifest 
Destiny as being a consequence of the divine order 
of nature, to the divinity of the Emperor and to 


the sacredness of Japan, which has a mission to 


create universal peace by drawing all men and 
all peoples into the Kodo, the way of the Emperor. 
So Shinto has become a militant theocratic im- 
perialism, in which the religious glorification of 
the Japanese people stirs the passions of political 
megalomania to fanatistic extremes.” 


But, after all, our main interest is in the future 
of Christianity in Japan. State Shinto offers more 
dangers to the future of this church, if possible,. 
than to the future peace of the world. Dr. Kraemer 
states clearly the problem facing the Church in 
Japan when he says: “The greatest adversary 
which this minority has to meet is the torrent of 
religious nationalism that dominates the country. 
The nearest analogy to the present situation of 
the Japanese Church is to be found in the Roman 
Empire in the first centuries. The same problems 
of Emperor-worship and socio-religious solidarity 
with the Empire arose then and now. One differ- 
ence must be mentioned. On one hand the re- 
ligious nationalism of present Japan pursues its 
totalitarian ideal with much greater relentlessness 
than was the case in the Roman Empire, and with 
means of organization and control perfected to a 
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degree that the Roman authorities could not 
dream 


The Church in America must understand the 
issues involved in Japanese State Shinto. The mili- 
taristic Japanese government, following in the 
footsteps of the old Roman Empire has forced 
the Christian Churches in Japan, Korea and Man- 
churia, outwardly, to compromise on this issue 
that is so vital to Christianity, but there are large 
groups of faithful Christians in all of these coun- 
tries who have not worshipped the gods of Japan. 
God has long since visited his judgment on the 
Roman Empire because the state sought to vaunt 
itself above God in its worship above the worship 


Woman’s Work 


of God. Not a few earnest Christians in Japan, 


Korea and Manchuria envision the early downfa]] 
of the Japanese Empire for the same reason. 


*Rev. W. A. Linton was one of our Lay Mis- 
sionaries to Korea from 1912 to 1918, and again 
from 1921 to 1927. He received his B.D. from Co. 
lumbia Seminary in 1930 and was again a Mission- 
ary to Korea from 1930 to 1940. Since 1941 he 
has been doing spgcial Missionary work for our 
Executive Committee in Nashville serving a part 
of this time as Candidate Secretary. He is wel] 
qualified therefore to write on the above named 


subject. His address is now 143 Woodmont Blvd., 


Nashville 5, Tenn. —H.B.D. 


_ Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


What Happened At Montreat 
July 11th-17th 1945 


Many women of our Church are asking the ques- 
tion, “What happened at Montreat the week 
of July 11-17?” That is a natural question in 
the minds of hundreds of women, since they did 
not go to Montreat for the Woman’s Auxiliary 
Training School. No such School was held this 
summer because of ODT regulations regarding ci- 
vilian travel. But a small conference was held— 
fifty women including Synodical Presidents, 16 
Synodical representatives chosen by the Synodical 
Presidents, the members of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on. woman’s Work and members of the 
Staff, together with guest speakers representing 
Assembly agencies. — 


Beginning with worship each morning the mem- 
bers of this Woman’s Auxiliary Planning Con- 
ference gave thought, study and prayer to the 
consideration of these topics in order on the _ six 
week days: Ourselves, Our Homes, Our Church, 


Our Communities, Our World, Our Task. The © 


purpose of this conference was threefold: To 
study the responsibility of the women for the 
program of our Church as outlined by the 1946 
General Assembly; To plan for presentation of 
this program to the women; To prepare to do 
the task “as workers together with Him.’”’ The 
morning sessions included messages, from repre- 
sentatives of Assembly agencies, and discussion 
as to the practical carrying out of the program 
of work and study proposed. The afternoon 
sessions—two hours and more—were given over 
to further discussion of work, and to presentation 
of intensive Bible study, the Home and Foreign 
Mission study books with plans for study, ma- 
terials, and observance of special weeks of Self- 
Denial and Prayer. 


Members of the Planning Conference united 
with other Montreat guests for the Bible hour 


each morning, except Saturday, led by Dr. John > 


N. Thomas. This hour had been provided by the 
Montreat Program Committee. Dr. Thomas taught 
in a powerful way some of the great doctrines of 
our faith: the Doctrine of God, of Man, of Jesus, 
of Sin, of Salvation, of Future Life. He was the 
preacher both morning and evening, Sunday, July 


Each evening, except Saturday, there was an - 


address, the speakers being: Dr. James G. Patton, 
Jr., Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Rev. Leslie H. Patter- 
son, Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Following this session, 
the members of the conference had the oppor- 
tunity to participate in planned recreation, related 
to the theme of the day, under the direction of 
Miss Bessie (“B”) Lewis. 


Three important reports were brought to the 
Planning Conference by special committees ap- 
pointed to study specific matters: Our denomina- 
tional work with Negroes; Group Conferences for 
the fall, 1945; Ways to give more definite help 
to new and small Auxiliaries. | 


These were days of real worship, intensive 
work, concentrated study, and planned relaxation. 


The fellowship possible in the small group is one 


of the most cherished experiences. Perhaps the 
idea of the conference can best be given by quot 
ing from the report of the Committee on Findings: 


“For this week of satisfying enrichment; for 


the well-planned. well-executed program; for the. 


more intimate Christian fellowship made possible 
we would like to express our gratitude to God, 
to the Program Committee and all who have helped 
make this week possible. To us, the most sig- 
nificant note of this Planning Conference was 
the common agreement on the part of leaders, 
speakers and teachers that we are living in a day 
which is increasingly favorable for the multiplying 
of the number of Christians in the world and 
making the Christian voice the dominant voice in 
the world of today and tomorrow. Gone are the 
days when men could hope to live in that rosy- 
hued world of liberalism in which there was n0 
sin, no evil, no need of conversion, no need of 
God. Dr. Thomas’ teaching of the essential Chris- 
tian truths about God, man, sin, redemption sound- 
ed the note for, and became the very heart of our 
thoughts for the week. All presentations, discus 
sions and addresses seemed to say ‘We've got & 
job to do—the most glorious job ever given to 


“man. Let’s do it.’ Not, ‘We’ve got a job to do; 


perhaps it can be done.’ But ‘Let’s do it.’ We 
will go home and put faith into action.” 


Those who were in the Planning Conference, 
by virture of peculiar responsibilities carried, re 
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turned to their duties with new determination, 
new zeal, new enthusiasm, earnestly seeking to put 
into operation new impulses, and to fulfill well 
the obligations that they have as “workers to- 
ether with God” who had again been reminded 


“hat in everything ye are enriched by Him, in all 


utterance, and in all knowledge.’”’ Once again had 
come the opportunity to them to go apart into 
a mountain to be with Him, “that He might. them 
send forth.”” A keener sense of responsibility was 
felt this summer, for only a very small group had 
been apart, and upon them falls the duty of 
telling the others—the thousands of women 
throughout our Church, and of giving to those 
Presbyterial Presidents the information and the 
challenge which they had been given. Surely suc- 
cess is assured IF we but follow the Master Teacher, 
and yield our lives completely to His use and the 
empowering of His Holy Spirit. As one said, “I’ve 
had time to think and pray.’”’ Another said, “This 
has been a time of spiritual enrichment—surely 
an answer to my prayer for information and in- 


spiration.” While others said, “Here we have 


been away from the noise and news and baffled 
way of life; we have gained strength . .. Our 
lives have been enriched. We will go back to a 
life not so baffled.” : 


The Bible In Wartime 


As can be imagined, 1944 was the most active 
year so far in the War Emergency operations. 
These include the supply of the Scriptures to men 
and women of the armed forces, the prisoners 
of war, to civilians both in occupied and liberated 
countries, and the planning for the needs of the 
great populations soon to be liberated. 


Scriptures For The Armed Forces 


One pilot wrote to his mother: “I want to im- 
press upon you that before I take the air I pray 
to God and ask His guidance and protection, not 
for myself, but for the crew. On several occasions 
when I have been in a tough spot, I’ve sat at the 
controls and prayed to God to save us, and I al- 
ways thank Him afterwards.’’ 


Then he closed his letter with this beautiful 
confession: “Your previously heathen son, now a 
firm believer in God and all that God stands for:” 


Not every young man in the service has found 


od in this way—none expected such wholesale 


results—but no one will ever know what the 
Scriptures have meant to the millions who have 
studied them earnestly for the first time. 


If each of the 2,749,074 volumes which the | 


american Bible Society sent forth to the armed 
orces in 1944 could be traced down they would 

a variety of stories—like the seed of the 
parable: some fell by the wayside, some fell upon 
wy places, some fell among thorns, but some 

fell into good ground and brought forth fruit, 
some a hundredfold and some sixtyfold, some 
; old. Where it was a Bible, or a Testament, 
full. Single Gospel volume, the seed was always 

of life and some of it reached “good ground.” 


The value of this service to the armed forces 
is appraised by the General of the Army in the 
— Theater of Operations, Dwight D. Eisen- 

ower: 


“The longer one lives close to the turmoil and 
sacrifice and suffering of the battlefield, the 
more he becomes conscious of the eternal worth 
of the spiritual values inherent in the Christian 
religion. Moreover, because this war constitutes 
a direct conflict between the forces of evil and 
those of Christian principles of human rights 
and dignity, every moment which increases gen- 
eral familarization with those principles has a di- 
rect uplifting effect upon the soldiery and citizens 
of the United Nations. In such efforts I stand 
ready to assist.” 


The chaplains are the distributors of these books 
for the Society. They give the necessary personal 
touch as the books are handed out on request. 
From a chaplain comes this estimate of the value 
of this work: “You certainly can feel sure that 
we appreciate your efforts in this field very much. 


I have had several men of more religious nature 


tell me how surprised they are at the way their 
platoon-mates read the New Testament.” 


Testmenie For Men Cast Adrift 


Testaments sealed in waterproof envelopes are 
still in demand as a part of the equipment for life- 
boats and liferafts. Upon request from the various 
shipping companies the Society has furnished this 
year 22,631 of these books. This makes a grand 
total of 62,875 for the two-year period during 
which these books have been furnished. 


To how many, and to whom, they may have 
spoken in lonely hours adrift at sea, no one will 
ever know. We are thankful, however, for the 
testimony given by this letter: 


“I had an opportunity to use the Bible or I 
should say New Testament that was especially 
packed for liferafts. While in the water I found 
this packet and opened it and to my joy I found 


the New Testament. To the other three that were 


with me it was like having an angel of God come 
down and give us a spiritual uplifting. | 


“T thank you and God for this Testament. I will 
always be grateful for it. 


“TT am being sent to the U. S. for a discharge. 
After this I intend to study for the ministry.” 


Behind The Barbed Wire 


Whether it be for the quieting of anxious minds 
or for the relief from monotony or for the dis- 
cipline of endurance, the Bible has a great gift 
to make to a prisoner. Said St. Paul, “Where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” So the 
Bible can bring freedom in bondage. Chaplains 
write frequently of the eagerness with which 
prisoners make application for Scriptures once 
they know they are available. Individual prisoners 
have written: “May I ask you for a Bible, for I 
have great need of spiritual help?” “Would you 
have the kindness if possible to send me a Bible; 
it will be used by many.” “Would you 
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send me Bibles and New Testaments? We have 
many requests now and are encouraged. It is a 
profound joy to find many comrades are turning 
toward God and Christ.” “Can you send me a 
Bible which will sustain my faith and strengthen 
me in .God our Saviour? We are two French 
Protestant miners exiled from our families and 
all friends.” | 


Distribution to prisoners of war in German 
hands was carried on from the Society’s office in 
Geneva, directed by M. Oliver Beguin, who also 
serves as Secretary of the Ecumenical Com- 
mission on Chaplaincy Aid to Prisoners of War. 
In 1943 and 1944 combined there were issued 
for Russian prisoners of war more than 1,500 
Bibles, Testaments and Gospels. M. Beguin re- 
ported that supplies had been sent to practically 
all British, American, Serbian, Dutch, French, 
Belgian, and some Polish camps in Germany and 
German-occupied territory. It was a satisfaction 
to read in a recent report of a YMCA visitor to 
several work camps how regularly he reported 
all the men in the unit had their Testaments. 


There were issued to German, Italian, and 
Japanese prisoners of war in the United States 
and abroad approximately 13,000 Bibles, 43,000 
Testaments and 200,000 Gospels. The large in- 
crease in the prisoners of war in France brought 
urgent requests from chaplains. “I am serving one 
of the largest prison enclosures in the European 
Theater of Operations and could use thousands 
of Testaments printed in the German language,” 


wrote Chaplain Kistler. “I could go into the com- | 


pound this minute and inside of an hour distribute 
500 and they would go where they are very seri- 
ously needed. Please send me at once all you can 
spare me.” And from a chaplain in Colorado: “I 


could easily use 400 German Testaments and find 


eager readers for all of them. It seems to me that 
here is your opportunity for the spiritual re- 
habilitation of Germany’s warrior youth.” 


Through the Y.M.C.A. two shipments of Scrip- 
tures were sent to American prisoners of war 


in the Far East and Japanese Scriptures were is-_ 


sued to American chaplains requesting them. 
Civilian Needs In Occupied Countries 


One of the serious concerns of the Society has 


been the many thousands of people in the occu- | 


pied countries of Europe for whom Scripture sup- 
plies were cut off by Nazi closing of Bible So- 
cieties, failure of paper supply, destruction of 
printing plants, and barriers to transportation. To 
help meet this situation the office in Geneva 
during 1943 issued to civilian channels in various 
countries 3,905 Bibles, 5,559 Testaments and 23,- 
970 Gospels. The principle items were 2,000 Ger- 
man Bibles for Alsace and 3,130 Russian Testa- 


ments and 20,010 Russian Gospels for evangelistic _ 


workers in Poland and Germany. In 1944 there 
were printed in Switzerland, for both prisoners 
of war and civilian supply, in Czech, Italian, 
French, Serbian, Polish and Armenian, 9,095 
Bibles, 64,770 Testaments and 26,383 Gospels 


_ In addition other quantities were being printed 
in Sweden, the United States and Britain. 


will be employed. 


‘Historical Foundation Fund 
Growing Steadily 


Within the last year there has been going 
forward throughout our General Assembly a cam- 
paign for funds that has been given little pub. 
licity, yet through the persistent efforts of a group 
of people, Historians of local, Presbyterial and 
Synodical Auxiliaries, real progress is being made, 
It was reported in June by the Historical Foun. 
dation, through the Curator, Dr. Thomas H. 
Spence, Jr., that the funds for providing a new 
home for the Foundation had reached the total 
of $21,499.42, of which amount $12,832.14 js 
in the hands of the Treasurer of the Historica] 
Foundation, and $8,667.28 contributed, but still 
in transit. In addition to that amount, there is 


available $25,000 originally appropriated by the 


Mountain Retreat Association. 


On July 9, 1945, a report submitted to the 
Treasurer of the Committee on Woman’s Work 
indicated that the Auxiliaries have given a grand 
total of $16,866.36, of which amount $7,322.14 


has been received by the Treasurer of the Foun- 


dation, the balance being reported. 


Each Synodical Auxiliary has shared in this 
gift, North Carolina having made the largest 
4 ry $3,131.12, with Appalachia second, $1,- 


Attractive certificates are awarded Presbyterial 
and Synodical Historians who obtain a contribution 
to this building fund from every Auxiliary in 
their Presbytery or Synod. The first three cer- 
tificates were awarded to: : 

Mrs. J. B. Ligon, Historian, Woman’s Auxiliary, 
Piedmont Presbytery. 


Miss Elizabeth Dobbs, Historian, Woman’s Aux 
iliary, Brownwood Presbytery. 


Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh, Historian, Woman’s Aux- 
iliary, Indian Presbytery. : 


Provisional description of the proposed struc 
ture indicates that the new building will contain 
as its main units, working quarters for the staff, 
public rooms for visitors and students, a_vault, 
and stacks for the storage of materials. It will 
front on Assembly Drive, at the point where that 
Drive is joined by Lookout Road. The rear ap- 
proach on Georgia Terrace will make it possible 
for the Foundation to be visited without climbing. 
Building materials of stone, steel and concrete 


In addition to these main units, there will be 
a general office, an office for the Curator, and 
rooms equipped for the preparations department. 
A reading room for general use and a large room 
set aside for the Woman’s Auxiliary will be im- 
portant and readily accessible sections of the 
building. Tentative plans include two large rooms 
for study. A museum, for the large collection 
of items of Presbyterian interest already as 
sembled by the Foundation, will prove of interest 
to visitors. A conference room is also contemplated. 
The ground floor at the lower end of the building 
will house the photographic division, receiving, 
heating, and rest rooms. 


This building will be a place of much interest 
to the women of our Church, as they have shown 
genuine interest in the Historical Foundation 
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through the years it has been in existence. It is 
with joy and thanksgiving that they are sharing 


‘in this Building Fund and are contributing s. 


largely to its success. In the room which will be 
devoted to historical materials of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary, one central feature of this collection 
will be the History of Churches and Woman’s Work, 
that great collection of manuscript histories 
which is the product of the combined efforts of 
several thousand women. When properly displayed 
as a whole in an attractive setting, this History 
will continue its service of pleasure and instruc- 
tion to the hundreds of visitors who, each year, 
consult its various volumes for information on 
those congregations in which they have particular 
interest. 


It its proposed to: make the new home of the 


Historical Foundation the best of its type, one 
worthy of the finest tradition of our Church, and 
one that will most efficiently serve the interests 
of the Church. ese 


It will be encouraging and helpful to the Treas- 
urer of the Historical Foundation if funds now 
“reported” but not received will be forwarded 
promptly. These are probably being held locally 
for later sending. Send funds as soon as col- 
lected in order that an up-to-date record may be 
reported by him. 


The Student Loan Fund 
Available 


Since it was opened in 1911, the Student Loan 
Fund has made loans to 2,873 young men and 
2,378 young women, a total of 5,351 loans amount- 
ing to $680,850.12, to Presbyterian young people 
who attended Presbyterian Colleges. In this Fund 
memorial scholarships have been established by 
churches, organizations and _ individuals. The 
scholarships are in varying amounts, ranging from 
$600 upward. They are a revolving fund. As soon 
as the young person who has borrowed from one 
of these scholarships graduates or goes to work 
a is to be repaid on a convenient monthly 
asis. 


The thousands of young people who have been 
aided thus by the Student Loan Fund in securing 
their education, have taken their places as useful 
citizens and valuable church members. The value 
of an education under Christian influence an« 
ina Christian atmosphere cannot be overestimated. 


Loans from this Fund are now available for de- 
serving students who are ambitious for a college 
education. The qualifications for a loan are (1) 
membership: in a Presbyterian Church, U. S., (2) 
attendance at one of our own Presbyterian Col-— 
ges, (3) completion of one full year of college 


Work, (4) recommendation by the session of thc | 


Church and the faculty of a college. 


At the present time the maximum amount of a : 
San is $100 per year. | 


Til additional information write: Wade H. 
9 ey Secretary, 410 Urban Building, Louisville 


A Youth For Christ 
International Is _ 


Formed 


Winona Lake, Ind., July 27.—Youth for Christ 
leaders from all over North America met here 
July 22 to 29 to adopt a constitution, fix policies, 
and outline plans with a staggering, world-wide 
significance. 


-After , building their international organization 
in a session that had taken half the night and all 
the following day, they elected Dr. Torrey John- 
son of Chicago as their president, chose eleven 
regional vice-presidents from the United States 
and Canada, and selected a prominent Christian 
business man as their treasurer. 


Dr. J ohnson in accepting his election to the 
post, said: 


“We're together, and together we'll do the job 
that God wants done for the youth of America 
and for the whole world. 


“There are four things that Youth for Christ 
International must do,’’ Johnson said. “First, we 
must continue to send out all kinds of help to 
Youth for Christ groups throughout North Ameri- 
ca. This means speakers, advertising, ‘talent, and 
every possible assistance. 


“Second, we must invade all of the English- 
— world with the Gospel through Youth for 


‘““Third,”’ Johnson continued, “we must get 
‘seared’ to carry on city-wide revival campaigns, 
with an emphasis slanted especially on youth. 
Fourth, we must face squarely the challenge of 
war-ruined Europe, and youth around the world 
who need to know Christ. 


“Already, young people are volunteering to go 
with the Gospel out to Germany and Japan, as 
well as other nations. Recently a young man said 
to me, ‘Just as soon as you are ready to send 
Youth for Christ missionaries, I want to go to Ber- 
lin with the Gospel—just as my father preached 
the Gospel there years ago!’” 


Daily sessions of this first International Con- 
ference were in the nature of “workshop hours”, 
where problems were solved, and a real Bible 
challenge presented to the more than 600 young 
people attending from scores of cities. Night 
program featured a typical Youth for Christ rally 
each evening with a half-hour broadcast presented 
each night by a different city, thus affording a 
sample of the streamlined programming that is 
so popular with young folk attending these Satur- 
day night spiritual jamborees. One typical broad- 
cast featured in quick succession a trio... solo 
. - « smooth melodies from a ‘“‘consecrated saxo- 
phone,” and a testimony from a convert only 24 
hours old in the faith! 


The constitution and policy statement pointed 
out that the Saturday night youth rallies held 
in over 5,000 cities and communities was not to 
be a “church service,” and added that the asso- 
ciation was not set up as a new church, a new 
denomination, a new missionary society, or a new 
religious school. 


Instead, the group announced that they would 
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throw their full weight behind existing organi- 
zations and work in a spirit of congenial fellow- 
ship and cooperation with all who are in agree- 
ment with the spirit and aims of Youth for Christ. 


Next to the joy of knowing that Dr. Johnson 
would be willing to devote full time to the work 
of Youth for Christ International for the coming 


year, leaders said the high spot of organizational - 


sessions came when the planning and budget com- 
mittee recommended that Youth for Christ Inter- 
national should maintain a central office, provide 
advertising service, and a constant flow of all 
kinds of help to local youth for Christ groups; 
foster an aggressive missionary emphasis through- 
out the world; set up national] Youth revivals, 
and establish Youth for Christ world-wide during 
the next 12 months—all ,with a recommended 
budget of $200,000. | 


Proof of the way the directors felt about it was 
that they raised $10,000 in cash and pledges among 
themselves on the spot, and guaranted that offer- 
ings from their Youth for Christ group would be 
forthcoming to meet the need of this world-wide 


challenge. 


_In an empassioned plea to the many director; 
of Youth for Christ met here, Charles Templeton 
of Toronto said: 

“Tf we'll see the need of saving young people 
in the midst of a generation gone mad, we can't 
help giving everything we’ve got to put this pro. 
gram across the seas and into the hearts of youth 
of every race. | 


“Let’s bite off more than we can chew, with 


_ the assurance that if we chew our part, God wil] 


do the rest!”’ 


A list of elected officers follows: Torrey John 


son, president; Richard Harvey, St. Louis, vice. 
president; other vice-presidents: Robert Pierce. 
of Seattle; Hubert Mitchell, of Los Angeles; Rex 
Lindquist, of Denver; George Wilson, of Minne. 
apolis; Ed Darling, of Detroit; John Huffman, 
of Boston; Walter Smyth, of Philadelphia; Dan 
Iverson, of Miami; Watson Argue, of Winnipeg, 
Can.; Charles Templeton, of Toronto. Treasurer, 
Walter Block, president of Quaker Stretcher 


Company, Kenosha, Wis. 


God’s Picture Of A Happy Man 


By Rev. Marion G. Bradwell* 


(Psalm 1) 


Happiness is never found by searching for it— 
it is a by-product of the life surrendered to the 
will of God. Man has scaled mountains, crossed 
seas, descended into the depths of the earth, and 
sped through space in quest of happiness. But his 
efforts have been as futile as those of the little 
boy searching for the rainbows end, if happily he 
might find the pot of gold. The many alluring 
advertisements beckoning man to this place or 
that, to this fad or another, are but a stupendous 
witness to man’s pathetic failure—until some have 
said with the heathen philosopher: “Call no man 


happy until he is dead.”’ But has God put this de- | 


sire for happiness in the breast of man only to 
mock him? I do not think so. For God has re- 
vealed to us the path of his will and purpose for 
our lives—and it is beside this path that the 
flowers of happiness bloom. God’s picture of a 
happy man is to be seen in the life of a man who 
walks with God. That picture is clearly painted 
for us by God’s own hand in the first Psalm, for 
the word blessed in the opening exclamation liter- 
ally means, “Happy”. So that we might translate 
the opening sentence, “Happy is the man.’”’ What 
then does God say are the qualifications for being 


happy? 


Passing over the negative picture with which 
this Psalm opens—the man who would be happy 
cannot take the advice of the guilty, he must not 
be content with associations with evil men, he 
must not link his life with those who scoff at all 
that is pure and noble and holy—we see that God 
says that the happy man is one who willingly 
submits his life to the revealed will of God for him. 
That is the underlying, fundamental idea back 
of the Psalmist’s words, “But his delight is in the 
law of the Lord and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night.” Thus with a few graphic strokes 


- jg summed up the one trait that man must have 


in order to be really happy. It does not mean that 
a man must become a scholarly recluse who spends 
his days in searching out the great truths with 
which God’s book is filled. It means that the happy 


man is one who takes God’s revelation as the guide 


of his life. He humbly confesses his need and lack 
of wisdom, and eagerly submits his will and de- 
sires to what God has revealed to him. Day and 
night he learns—and he practices, he makes the 
revealed Word of God become flesh in his life. 


_A modern counterpart of this man who is pic- 
tured here is to be seen in that flaming mis- 
sionary hero, C. T. Studd. Let his biographer tell 
the story, “Things would begin to move about 2:30 
or 3:00 P.M. “One-leg” (his servant, so called be- 
cause one leg was stiff) would wake up as re 
as clock work and the first sound would be the 
beating of the sticks together to knock off the 
burnt ends, and then the long gentle phoo-00-00 
as he blew the sparks into flame . .. Then on 
with the kettle and soon a cup of tea would be 
made. By this time Studdy would be awake. The 
tea is handed him, the boy goes back to sleep 
again. A Bible is taken down from the shelf, and 
Studd is alone with God. What passed between 
them in those silent hours was known a few hours 
later to all who had ears to hear.” That is the 
secret of C. T. Studd’s thrilling and happy life. 


God says, then, that the man who would be 
really happy must allow the will and word of 
God to find expression in his life. | 


As a result of such an attitude and such a de 
sire a man’s life will become rooted in and nour 
ished by Ged—and therein man finds his highest 
happiness. Another figure is here used by 

psalmist to set forth God’s picture of a happy 
man. “And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
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rivers of water that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither and whatso- 
ever he doeth shall prosper.’’ Perhaps the writer 
had in mind the gardens of King Solomon, or Eden, 
the Garden of God. At any rate there are two 
figures here which beautifully illustrate his 


thought. 


- The life which would be truly happy must be 
planted—firmly rooted—in the life of God so 
that when the storms sweep down upon it it will 
not be uprooted and torn asunder. How this should 
give us pause today! Storms are abroad in the 
world. The rain of hate is pelting down upon man- 
kind! Violent winds are ripping the roofs of se- 
curity from above us! | 


‘Now is the time to take stock of our spiritual 
preparedness for the days that lie ahead. Now 
is the time to sink the great tap-root of our lives 
deep into the life of God so that when the rains 
descend, and the winds beat, and the floods rise 
our life will be firm and secure. You will re- 
member how calm and serene was the life of our 
Lord when the-storm of hate and suffering broke 
about Him. What was His secret? Was it just 
innate heroism? Was it just manly fortitude? Was 


it only a reckless contempt of death? No. The tree 


of his life stood secure and serene and happy, 
in the highest sense of that word, because it was 
deeply rooted and grounded in God. 


But that other figure also deserves our thought. 
This tree of which the psalmist speaks was con- 


stantly green. Through days of drought and burn- 


ing heat its foliage remained as green as in the 
days of early rain and later rain. Its roots drew 
their sustenance from the stream of water by 
which it was firmly planted. What a picture of a 


life nourished by God! What happiness a man. 


must possess to pass through days of barrenness 
and need and yet have his life always green and 
fresh! Again the life of Jesus furnishes us with 
our illustration. The disciples left him one day 
beside a well outside the city of Sychar while they 
went into the city to buy food. When they left 
he was tired and weary and thirsty. But they were 
amazed upon their return to find him refreshed 
and satisfied. In reply to their questions, he said, 


“My meat is to do the will of him that sent me.” / 


The life of Jesus was a tree planted by the rivers 
of water. Days of drouth may lie ahead of you. 


The springs from which you have been drinking 


may dry up until they are pools of dust. Today, 
then, push the roots of your life down into the 


living waters of God, for our lives can remain 
green and fruitful only so long as we draw nourish- 


ment from the life of. God. 


Again, passing by the negative picture in the 
closing verses of the Psalm. we find that God 
Pictures the happy man as walking in the way 
with which He Himself is familiar—‘“For the 
Lord knoweth the way of the righteous.” Here 
then is a firm basis for a happy life, to bask in the 
sunshine of the knowledge of God, to be assured 

at whatever our condition or circumstance God 
knows about us. Yes, a God of wisdom and love 
knows about us. Cannot that thought set the bells 


of happiness ringing in our hearts until all those - 


quieting voices of gloom are driven out? “The 
Lord knoweth the way of the righteous.” It is 
the way with which He is familiar. It is the path 
on which He Himself may be found, and in His 


presence “there is fulness of joy.” Happy is the 
man who knows that God knows the way He takes 
and walks along that way with him! Joseph Con- 
rad, in one of his essays, quotes from a letter of 
Sir Robert Stopford. Stopford was one of Lord 
Nelson’s men. He was commander of one of the 
vessels with which that great hero of the British 
navy chased to the West Indies a fleet — 
double in number. When describing. the experi- 
ences and hardships of that desperate adventure, 
Stopford wrote the words, “We are half-starved, 
and otherwise inconvenienced by being so long out 
of port. But our reward is—we are with Nelson!” 
And so it is with Christ. His presence sweetens 


every disappointment and gives songs in the deep- 


est night. 


Do you want to be happy—now, and in what- 
ever circumstances life may hold for you. Here 
is God’s picture of a happy man: 


Happy is the man 

Who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
Nor standeth in the way of sinners 

Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

And in his law doth he meditate, day and night. 
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 


water 

That bringeth forth his fruit in his season. 

His leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper. 

The ungodly are not so but are like the chaff 
which the wind driveth away. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the Fe 
ment nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous. 

For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the ungoldly shall perish. 


*Winston-Salem, N. C. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE REVOLT AGAINST GOD 


Rufus W. Weaver, D.D., LL.D. Fleming H. Re- 
vell Company, New York, N. Y. Price, $2.50. 


The dominant thought of this volume centers 
around the conflict between culture and Chris- — 
tianity. The author believes with Gladstone that 
the welfare of mankind does not depend on the 
State and the world of politics, but that the rea! 
battle is being fought in the world of thought. He 
also believes with the British statesman that there 
is a deadly attack being made upon the greatest 
treasure of mankind, the belief in God and tie 
Gospel of Christ. He defends the thesis that the 
resources of powerful military nations have been 
used to assault the idea of God and that these 
nations take the position that faith in God is a 
menace to both social and political progress. He 
affirms that there is a certain type of humanis;ic 
culture that joins this group in revolt against the 
idea of God and that this revolt deadens and de- 
stroys the moral restraints that an awareness of 
a righteous God produces. He tells us that the 


‘ powers which are striving to destroy the belief in 


the idea of God have assumed the character of a 
Blitzkrieg against God and that this negating atti- 
tude has developed within the past quarter of a 
century a God-defying rationalism which is a 
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